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	Abstract 
The adoption and implementation of competence-based educational approach in 2005 in Tanzania was essentially to ensure that teaching and learning process is conducted in a participatory. On English subject, efforts to improve its learning outcomes adopted Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) approach that targets communicative competence as its learning outcomes. At primary education level, it began as early as in 2010s, and it was more explicitly stated in the subject at subject Syllabus of 2015 following the implementation of 2014 Education and Training Policy. However, the change in the English subject pedagogical approach in 2015 and its implementation had more to be desired, including the subject teachers’ understanding of the CLT approach, their ability to implement its techniques; and its relevance on the subject learning outcomes. The study employed qualitative research methods. Five public primary schools were selected based on their good performances in their STD Seven National Examinations maintained for four years (2013-2016) consecutively. Data were generated through interviews with subject teachers, head teachers, Ward Educational officers (WEOs) and District Education Quality Assurers (DEQAs). Classroom observation guides with subject teachers; Focused Group Discussions (FGDs) with STD VI pupils and documents analysis were employed. The study shows that: first, teachers who teach English subject, irrespective of the fact that the Syllabus stated the CLT principles and techniques to be employed, they were generally not be able to associate the principles and techniques specified in the subject Syllabus with the concept of CLT. Second, teaching experiences could not be attributable to the teaching effectiveness of the English subject as teachers were not applying the techniques as required by CLT lessons. Third, although the study found that CLT was theoretically acceptable based on its underlying principles and its expected learning outcomes, when examined practically given the contextual constraints, CLT alone was found irrelevant especially to public primary schools in Tanzania. The study concludes that the adoption and implementation of the CLT approach in Tanzania public primary schools was considered before the subject teachers were adequately trained. 
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